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BOROUGH  OF  MALDON. 


To  The  Mayor,  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Mai don. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough 
for  the  year  1951, 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Crude  Birth  and  Death  Rates  per  1,000 
of  the  population  are  given  below:- 


3-951 . 

1950  . 

1949 . 

1948. 

1947 

BIRTH  RATE. 

15.8 

17.8 

18.9 

16.8 

21.7 

DEATH  RATE. 

14 .  .2 

i — l 

• 

H 

12.7 

12.6 

12.6 

The  Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor 
for  the  Borough  is  0.75  which  gives  a  corrected  Death  rate  of 
10,6  per  1,000  of  the  population  which  compares  favourably  w ith 
the  total  Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  was  12.5  per 
1,000  of  the  population  during  1951. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

1951.  1950.  1949.  1948.  1947. 

Notifications,  355  173  lag  355  200 

Deaths  from,  NIL  NIL  755 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  is  the 
highest  recorded  since  1945.  Of  the  total  of  365  cases  notified 
tnero  were  75  cases  of  whooping  Cough,  177  cases  of  Measles, 

34  cases  of  Pneumonia  and  55  cases  of  Chicken  Pox.  The  number 
of  cases  of  Measles  during  the  year  exceeded  the  total  number  of 
notifications  of  all  infectious  diseases  for  1950. 


Food  Poison ing . 

Nine  isolated 

during  the  year.  Samples  were 


cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified 
submitted  for  examination  in 


appropriate  cases  but 
There  wore  no  deaths 


no  food  poisoning  organisms 
from  Food  Poisoning. 


were 


detected . 


Tho  year  has  seen  much  attention  directed  to  the  improvement 
of  food  hygiene  standards.  Lectures  have  been  held  to  instruct 
Food  Handlers,  very  numerous  visits  have  been  made  to  food 
promises  and  the  public  have  had  their  attention  directed  to 
the  importance  of  this  subject  by  talks  and  press  publicity, 

Mr,  Hallett ,  your  Sanitary  Inspector  has  undertaken  all 
those  duties  and  I  congratulate  him  upon  his  enthusiastic 
promotion  of  the  policy  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  in 
connection  with  the  Clean  Food  Campaign. 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
various  officers  of  the  Maldon  Borough  Council  for  their  help 
and  co-operation  since  my  appointment. 


I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


Joan  Mackenzie,  M.B.,  Ch.B. ,  B.Sc, 
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REPORT 

Of.  the  . 

Acting  Modi cal  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year  1951 . 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area, 

Area:  Land  (acres)  as  extended  1st  April,  1934 . .  5946 


inland  Water ..... . .  13 

Tidal  Water .  120 

Foreshore. . . 566 


Total ••••••••  6645 


Population  (Census  1931,  Original  Borough). . .  6559 

(Census  1951,  Extended  Borough) . .  9^21 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (End  of  1951) . . . .  3023 

Rateable  Value . .  £57,430 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate . .  £239 


Social  Conditions:  The  Chief  industries  of  the  town  are 

engineering,  timber  yards  and  flour 
milling.  There  is  also  a  small  amount 
of  fishing  and  some  agriculture. 


Extracts  from  vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total 

Males 

Female  s . 

Live . 

(Legitimate . 

143 

75 

68 

) 

Birth  Rate  per 

Births . 

( Illegitimate . 

9 

2 

7 

) 

1,000  of  estimated 

(Total. 

152 

77 

75 

) 

resident  populatio. 
15.8 

(Legitimate . 

4 

1 

3 

) 

Rate  per  1,000 

Still 

( Illegitimate. 

mm 

— 

— 

) 

total  births  (Live 

Births . 

(  Total. 

4 

1 

3 

) 

and  still)  25.6 

Total 

Males 

Females. 

Deaths . 

137 

71 

66 

) 

Crude  Death  Rate 

) 

per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident 
population  14.2 
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Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factor  .......... , , .0 .75 

Corrected  Death  Rate,.....,,,, . . . *10,6  per  1,000 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,., . . . 12,5  per  1,000 

Death  Rate  of  Infants -under  one  year  of  age:- 

Number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age ••••,«••••••••« ,.3 

All.  inf  ants  per  1,000  live  births,,, . . .  19,7 


Legitimate ( Infants' per  1,000  legitimate  live  births,,  21,0 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births. NIL 
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Deaths  Classified  by  Age, 


f 

Age. 

Number  in 
District 

Outward 
Transfers . 

Inwar  d 
Transfers , 

No.  Apply 
to  Distri 

Under 

1  year 

1 

1 

5 

3 

1  and 

under  2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2  and 

unde 

r  5 

- 

- 

1 

1 

5  ?? 

!» 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

15  " 

Ti 

25 

1 

1 

25  ” 

?t 

55 

1 

1 

1 

1 

55  " 

tf 

45 

2 

- 

1 

5 

>45  " 

?? 

55 

8 

2 

4 

10 

55  ?? 

t? 

65 

10 

2 

5 

13 

65  " 

t? 

75 

38 

18 

7 

27 

-<3 

at 

P 

P 

upwards 

127 

62 

12 

77 

TOTALS 

189 

88 

36 

137 

Deaths  classified  by  Cause  and  Sox* 


Cause  of  Death. 

Males . 

Females. 

Total. 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

2 

mm  mm 

2 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— - 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

i  2 

— 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

mm  mm 

2 

O' 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  &  lymphatic 

1 

1 

neoplasms 

5 

5 

10 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  systems  11 

10 

21 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

3 

9 

12 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Die Oc.hu 

3 

— 

3 

Other  Heart  Disease 

19 

18 

37 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

2 

5 

Influenza 

3 

3 

6 

Pneumonia 

6 

4 

10 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 

1 

3 

4 

system 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  &  diarrhoea 
Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

— — 

1 

n 

JL 

2 

— 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

1 

mmmm 

1 

diseases 

3 

2 

5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  accidents. 

3 

2 

5 

Totals  71 

66 

137 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for 

the  Area. 

( i )  hob u lane e  Facilities* 

Those  are  now  provided  by  the  County  Council. 


( ii )  Hospitals . 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases,  These  are  now  transferred  to  the 
Chelmsford  Isolation  Hospital. 
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(b)  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  County  Council 

for  the  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  small-pox. 


(c)  Specialist  Clinics  are  now  held  weekly  at  St,  Peter’s 
Hospital,  Malden,  as  follows :- 

Monday:  -  .ante  -Natal;  Dental, 

Tuesday:  -  Gynaecological, 


Wednesday : 


Thursday : 
Friday : 


Physical  Medicine, 
Surgical, 

Chest  Diseases, 


X-Ray  Clinics  are  also  held  on  Tuesday,  Thursday 
and  Friday. 

(iii)  Tuberculosis, 

The  County  Council  provide  a  number  of  Sanatoria 
throughout  the  County.  The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Mai don 
is  situated  in  St.  Peter’s  Hospital,  Maldon  where  sessions  are 
held  every  Friday  at  2  p.m.  The  Heybridge  Hospital  formerly 

used  for  Infectious  Disease  is  now  an  annexe  of  Broomfield 
Hospital, 


( i v )  Maternity  and  Child  W elf are. 


The  County  Council  is  the  responsible  authority 
for  these  services  and  full  use  can  be  made  of  the  facilities 
offered  through  the  County  Scheme,  Adequate  provision  for 
hospital  treatment  and  specialist’s  services  are  similarly 
available  where  necessary. 


Various  Clinics  in  the  above  connection  ar 
at  the  Combined  Treatment  Centre.,.  Want z  Chase,  Maldon, 
sessions  are  held  as  follows :- 


e  provided 
where 


W omen  ’  s  ■  '/elf  ar  e 


1st  Tuesday  in  each  month 
at  10  a.m. 


Child  Welfare  Clinic 

unto  Natal  Clinic 

Dental  Clinic 


Avery  Friday  at  2  p.m. 

Doctor  in  attendance  1st, 3rd  &  5th 

3rd  Tuesday  in  each  month 
at  10.  a.m. 

By  appointment. 
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Orthopaedic  Clinic  By  appointment. 

Speech  Therapy  By  appointment . 

Dipthoria  Immunisation  1st,  3rd  and  5th  Fridays 

in  each  month  at  2  p.m. 

Wantz  Road  Child  Re If are 
Clinic. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  each  month 
at  3  p.m.  Hoybridgo  Clinic. 

A  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  also  held  at  Hoybridgo  on  the 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  in  each  month  at  2  p.m.  (Doctor  in 
attendance  on  4th  Tuesday). 


There  is  onejprivato  nursing  home  in  the  town,  which  is 
registered  by  the  Essex  County  Council. 


( v )  School  Children. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Education  Authority  for  both 
secondary  and  elementary  schools  in  the  Borough.  Minor  ailments, 
Orthopaedic,  After-treatment,  Dental  and  Eye  Clinics  for  School 
Children  are  arranged  by  the  County  Council  at  the  Combined 
Treatment  Centre,  Wantz  Cnase,  Maldon. 

(vi)  Venereal  Diseases, 


Facilities  exist  for  diagnosis  axid  treatment  in  Chelmsford, 
Colchester  and  Southend. 


(vii)  Fhy s io - thor apy , 

There  are  two  physio-therapists  in  the  Borough  who  arc 
registered  by  the  Essex  County  Council,  as  follows :- 

Mrs.  JVV.  Bontall  'The  Bower”,  London  Road,  Maldon, 

Mr,  H.A.  Whitehall,  la,  Butt  Lane,  Maldon. 

(viii)  Chiropody . 

There  are  two  Chiropodists  in  the  Town  who  arc  registered 
by  tho  Essox  County  Council,  as  follows:- 

Miss.  L.  Coom,  Cromwoll  Cottage,  Cromwell  Hill,  Maldon. 

Mrs.  Campbell,  14,  High  Street,  Maldon. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 
1.  WATER. 


Almost  all  the  houses  in  the  Borough  are  served  by  a  piped 
water  service  maintained  by  the  Corporation.  There  are  however, 
a  considerable  number  of  houses  still  supplied  by  a  standpipe 
in  the  yard  or  garden,  in  some  cases  one  draw-off  tap  being 
shared  by  three  or  more  houses.  During  the  year  twenty-one 
houses  had  internal  water  services  provided, in  substitution 
of  tnese  outdoor  stand-pipes . 


There  are  two  deep  wells  in  the  Borough  which  yield 
about  800,000  gallons  per  week.  This  quantity  is  not 
sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  and  on  an  average  one  million 
■gallons  are  purcnased  each  week  from  the  Southend  hater  Company. 
The  maximum  weekly  consumption  was  2,150,000  gallons. 


Once  again  it  must  be  emphasised  that  the  daily 
consumption  shows  a  steady  rise  and  although  the  long  awaited 
water  carriage  system  of  drainage  for  Beybridge 
no  ne  rer  fruition,  as  and  when  this  scheme  i; 
very  much  greater  increase  in  water  consumption  must  be  expected, 
therefore  plans  should  bo  made  to  provide  a  much  greater 
volume  of  water  in  the  future. 


long 
i  e  ems 

;r  t 


to  be 

aken  a 


Such  a  scheme  would  need  to  include  additional  storage 
capacity  as  the  present  high  level  tank  does  not  provide  a 
very  large  reserve.  I  suggest  that  the  idea  of  constructing 
a  low  level  covered  reservoir  should  be  considered. 


Frequent  samples  of  water  from  both  wells  are  submitted 
for  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analysis  and  also  service 
mains  have  been  sampled  from  time  to  time.  Typical  reports 
on  these  samples,  which  have  always  proved  to  be  of  highest 
purity,  are  given  below:- 

"Analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  received  1.1.52  (Ref  C/3X/4) 
from  Maldon  borough  Council,  per  E.C.C.,  Labelled  ’Draw  off 
tap,  used  for  vehicle  radiators,  Eastern  National  Bus  Depot, 
Maldon.  Dated:  31.12.51.,  11.15  am. 

CHEMICAL  RESULTS  IN  PARTS  PER  MILLION 
Appearance...  Bright  with  a  few  mineral  particles. 

Turbidity . Less  than  3 

Colour . Nil  Odour . . . Nil 

pH.. . ...8.4  Free  Carbon  Dioxide ..... .Absent 

Electric  Conductivity .2200  Total  Solids . .  1470 

Chlorine  present  as  chloride... 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate 


500 

365 
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Hardness:  Total  50.  Carbonate  50.  Non-carbonate  0. 

Nitrate  Nitrogen ....... .0 .0  Nitrite  Nitrogen... . Approx  0.01 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  4 . 0.63  Oxygen  Absorbed . '..0.35 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  f  .....0.000  Residual  Chloringe . .Absent . 
Metals:  Iron;  less  than  0.03  Other  metals  absent. 

^  to  convert  to  Ammonia  multiply  by  1,21 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS. 

Sampling  bottles  are  treated  to  remove  residual  chlorine 

if  present. 

1  day  at  37°C.2  days  at  57°C.5  days  at 


No.  of  Colonies  developing) 

per  ml.  - 

20  UC 

on  Agar . 

)  — 

per  ml. 

-  per  ml. 

Present 

In.  Absent 

from. 

probable  No. 

Presumptive  Coli-aerogones ) . . . 
Reaction  ) 

ml .  ... 

ml. 

..per  100  ml 

Bact.coli.  (Type  I) 

•  •  • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

i — 1 

•  ml. 

.  .per  100  ml 

Ol.welchii  Reaction 

•  •  • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

1 — 1 

a 

ml. 

„  .  This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance , 
i aintly  alkaline  m  reaction  and  free  from  metals  apart  from  a 
negligible  trace  of  iron. ^  The  water  is  soft  in  character  but 
has  tne  high  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  which 
is  usual  for  the  hantz  Road  Pumping  Station.  Its  organic 


quality  is  of  a  high  standard  consistent 
water  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic 

9th  January,  1952” 


with  a  wholesome 
purposes. 


B.  Spital  Road  Well 


"Analysis  of  a  Sample  of  Water  received  on.. 1.1, 52. 
irom  . .noro ugh  of  Maldon  per  Essex  County  Council 

labelied.j.  Draw  off  tap  at  head  of  well  at  Spital  Road  Pumping 
Station,  Maldon,  Essex.  ^  B 

Bacteriological  results. 

Sampling  Bottles  are  treated  to  remove  residual  chlorine 

if  present. 

.o 


Number  of  Colonies)  n  ^  rn1 
developing  on  Agar)  P  ml* 


1  day  at  37  C  2  days  at  37°C  3  days  at  20°C 

0  per  ml. 


•  •  •  •  • 
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present  in 

absent  from 

Probabl 

.e  Number 

Presumptive  Coli-  ) 
aerogones  Reaction) 

- —  ml . 

100  ml. 

0  per 

100  mil 

Bact.  coli  (Type  I) 

- ml. 

100  ml. 

0  per 

100  ml. 

Cl.  welchii  fraction. 

- ml 

- ml. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright 
high-  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of 
in  character  and  suitable  for  public 


in  appearance  and  is  of  a 

a  water  which  is  wholesome 
supply  purposes. 


9th  January,  1952,” 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 


Another  year  has  passed  and  no  positive  progress  has  been 
made  towards. securing  adequate  main  drainage  throughout  the  Borough, 
luuch  discussion  and  plan  making  has  continued,  but  all  these  efforts 
do  not  result  in  the  work  actually  being  put  in  hand.  The  longer 
those  delays  postpone  tile  work  the  greater  the  cost  becomes  and 
as  ^le  financial  burden  is  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  this 
scheme,  its  completion  grows  more  remote  as  the  months  pass. 

^  ,It  is  interesting^  to  remark,  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
st-atea  in  1901  that  he  hoped  that  the  next  two  or  three  years  would 
see  the  completion  of  a  public  sewer  for  the  Causeway,  He  was  too 
optimistic,  as  this  particular  road  is  still  without  this 
essential  requirement. 


Rivers  and  Streams, 


an  u 


streams 
sewers  for 


Until  the  main  drainage  scheme  is  complete  the  rivers 

_  _ _ “i  o  ,  ,  ....  •*- 


ditcnes  in  the  Borough  will  continue  to  act  as  open 
tne  disposal  of  sewage'  and  other  waste  matters.  There 

-T-r  «  J.U  A  J3  1  °  ■>  1 


is  no  alternative  method  which  can  be  a.dopted  to  prevent  this 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs. 


Closet  Accommodation. 


4  Approximately  700  of  tho  3,000  inhabited 
are  fitted  with  pail  closots,  another  130  with 


and  16  with  earth  closets. 


houses  in  tho  Borough 
cesspool,  drainage 


There 


can  oe  no  improvement  in  these  conditions  until  the 


Borough  can  be  adequately  sewered.  The  need  for 
the  Pail  closets  ha.s  been  many  times  proved,  but 
advanced  for  this  highly  desirable  scheme  have  no 
to  overcome  the  opposition  to  plans  for  the  compl 
the  Borough. 


the  abolition  of 
all  the  reasons 
t  been  sufficient 
ete  sewering  of 
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To  repeat  the  views  expressed  last  year,  it  is  hoped 
that  these  arguments  will  once  again  bo  advanced  with  all  their 
merit  in  order  to  secure  the  commencement  of  work  to  provide 
sewers  for  all  houses  at  present  without  this  elementary  modern 
recuirement . 


5.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 


The  Marine  Lake,  an  open  air  salt  water  swimming  pool  o 
about  million  gallons  capacity,  is  situated  in  the  Recre 
Ground  and  is  owned  by  the  Corporation.  Water  is  drawn  fr 
River  Blackwater  to  supply  the  lake  and  from  samples  taken 
been  demonstrated  that  this  water  is  quite  often  polluted. 
Efforts  are  made  to  chlorinate  the  water  to  improve  its  pur 
but  as  this  has  to  bo  done  manually  it  is  not  highly  succes 
Proposals  have  been  made  durin  the  year  to  provide  new 
dressing  rooms  and  lavatory  accommodation  for  Bathers,  but 
so  far  these  sen ernes  have  not  been  proceeded  with,  thus  the 
Public  are  without  the  facilities  one  has  come  to  expect  at 
batning  pool  of  this  type. 


f 

at  ion 
on  tne 
it  has 

ity , 
sful. 


p 


6 .  Diptheria  immunisation. 


As  from  the  inception  of  the  National  Health  Service  this 
became  the  responsibility  of  the  Essex  County  Council,  through  the 
agency  of  the  Area  Health  Organisation.  During  the  last  two  years 
it  has  been  found  almost  impossible  to  establish  how  many 
children  are  immunised  annually,  or  how  many  havo  secondary 
injections . 

This  absence  of  easily  accessible  and  accurate  records 
is  very  disturbing  as  unless  the  scheme  embraces  every  child 
the  danger  of  outbreaks  of  Diptheria  remains  possible. 

It  is  now  seven  years  since  a  case  occured  in  the  Borough, 
but  this  highly  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  may  not  continue 
indefinitely,  if  many  children  are  not  immunised  in  the  future. 


7 •  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary  for  the  prevention  or 
treatment  of  blindness, 

8.  Schools. 


With  two  exceptions  the  schools  in  the  Borough  are  -all  well 
equipped  as  far  as  the  provision  of  water  supply  and  sanitary 
a  c  c  omQo G at i on . 

The  exceptions,  All  Saints  Junior  School,  London  Road,  is 
fitted  with  trough  typo  lavatories,  which  are  obsolete  and 
Constantly  give  rise  to  smells  and  nuisance.  These  need  to  be 
replaced  witn  a  nedorh  typo  of  closet  and  it  is  hoped  to  secure 
this  necessary  improvement  in  1952. 
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Heybridge  Junior  School  is  equipped  with  Pail  closets  due  to 
the  absence  of  a  sewer  in  the  area. 


Tu-jox  culosis  -  Mas s  Radiography. 


In  September  a  mass-radiogra. hy  unit  visited  the  Borough  and 
approximately  14Cc  members  of  the  .public  were  examined.  In 
addition,  the  unit  made'  special  visits  to  the  three  principal 
cflctowies  in  the  Town. 

The  outcome  was  the  receipt  of  eleven  notifications  of  cases 
of  Tuberculosis  within  the  six  weeks  immediately  following  the  visit 
Although  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  these  cases  would  have 
gono  undetected  otherwise.,  >  such  a  visit  periodically,  provides  a 
widespread  check  on  the  general  public  and  a  positive  advance  in 
preventative  medicine. 


New  Cases  of,  and  Mortality  from  Tuberculosis  during  1951. 


1 

j  Ago 
;  Periods. 

i 

i 

i 

i 

♦ 

i 

i 

i  . .  .  . 

New 

Cases . 

Deaths . 

Pulmonary. 

Non 

I  Pulmonary . ; 

Pulmonary • 

Non 

•  Pulmonary . 

M. 

P. 

L  . 

1  M. 

F.  j 

M. 

F.  ' 

M. 

-   -  | 

F. 

j  Under  1. 

. 

| 

_  j 

j 

1  i 

-  i 

11-5  years 

- 

i 

- 

— 

- 

- 

i  5  -  15  " 

- 

l  _ 

1 

— 

- 

— 

mm 

|  15-25  " 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

- 

(25  -  35  " 

2 

} 

i 

— 

— 

mm 

— 

I  35  -  45  ” 

1 

—  i 

— 

- 

— 

•j 

1  45  -  55 

3 

1 

— 

^  ! 

1 

. 

mm 

!  55  -  65  " 

5 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

I  65  &  Over 
! 

1 

j 

j 

1 

1 

— 

1  ^ 

«  { 

♦ 

— 

j  Totals 

1 _  .. 

13 

u  - 

2 

1 

!  1  ; 

2 

- 

!  ! 

— 

|  i 

- 

10 .Infectious  Diseases. 

School  notifications  of  suspected  infectious  disease  or  of 
contacts  are  regularly  received. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified:- 
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REPORT  ON  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

December  1951  sees  the  end  of  my  first  complete  year 
of . service  with  the  Borough  of  Maldon  and  I  find  that  I  have  many 
things  about  which  I  wish  to  make  comment  in  this  Annual  Report, 

Some  of  them  arc  favourable  and  some  are  the  reverse.  When  it  is 
necessary  to  set  down  in  print  a  review  of  the  work  done  in  the 
past  year,  one  is  apt  to  be  disappointed  with  the  successes  and 
over-burdened  with  the  failures.  However,  I  feel  that  1951  can 
show  a  good  credit  balance  as  far  as  progress  is  concerned  in  the 
environmental  health  of  Maldon. 

On  the  credit  side  of  our  balance  sheet  wo  can  put 
improved  standards  of  food  handling  and  hygiene  in  food  shops,  the 
demolition  and  clearance  of  several  very  bad  houses  and  the  removal 
of  the  tenants  to  modern  accommodation,  slow  but  steady  improvement 
in  the  standards  of  existing  accommodation,  the  provision  of 
internal  water  supply  and  domestic  sinks  in  a  number  of  houses,  .■ 
increased  volume  of  major  repairs  to  dilapidated  properties,  an 
improved  service  for  rodent  control  and  last  but  by  no  means  least 
a  marked  awareness  by  members  of  the  public  of  the  value  and 
importance  of  the  health  services  provided  by  the  local  authority. 

This  last  fact  has  been  largely  attained  by  very  good  co-operation 
from  tho  local  press  and  the  publicity  given  to  public  health 
matters. 

On  the  debit  side  we  can  put  the  failure  to  achieve  any 
practical  progress  towards  the  very  necessary  main  drainage  scheme 
for  the  Borough,  the  inability  to  deal  with  the  many  remaining 
unfit  houses  due  to  lack  of  alternative  accommodation,  slow 
progress  in  housing  the  many  applicants  for  new  homes  for  tho  same 
reason,  and  no  improvements  to  tho  Marine  Lake  to  ensure  safer 
supplies  of  water  for  bathing,  and  adequate  changing  rooms  and 
sanitary  accommodation. 

FOOD  HYGIENE.  The  two  fields  of  work  which  have  received  the 

most  attention  are  those  of  Food  Hygiene  and  Housing  matters. 

During  tho  years  since  tho  end  of  the  war  there  has  been  a 
countrywide  practical  interest  taken  in  the  clean  and  proper  handling, 
preparation  and  serving  of  Food.  The  public  have  come  to  realise 
that  many  of  tho  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  had  become  a  daily 
habit  are  unnecessary  and  should  be  eliminated.  The  Food  'Traders 
and  their  staffs  have  found  that  without  any  interruption  of  their 
routine  or  any  inconvenience  to  their  business  much  can  be  done 
to  offer  the  customer  Glean  Food,  properly  handled  and  wrapped. 

Clean  hands,  clean  overalls,  tho  absence  of  cobwebs  and  the  covering 
of  food  from  dust  end  insects  are  all  simple  expedients  which 
secure  many  benefits. 
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The  wrapping  of 


Foods 


Newspaper  is  all  too  f're 


i h 


tuffs  still  leaves  much  to  be  desired, 
jntly  seen  covering  meat  or  fish,  often 


without  any  o trier  cle  n  paper 


Even  when 


greaseproof  or 


cover  mg 


to  protect  the  food. 

o tner  clean  paper  is  used  as  an  immediate 
it  is  usually  much  too  small  to  bo  of  practical  value,  Alt no ugh 

such  paper  has  been  in  short  supply,  increased  quantities  are  now 
available  and  the  only  obstacle  is  the  cost  of  purchase,  which  many 
traders  do  not  seem  prepared  to  add  to  their  existing  expenses, 
us  hone.,  that  nub  lie  demand  will  insist  that  til 


hope,  that  public  demand  will  insist  that  the  coming  year 
.brings  a  change  in  tnis  undesirable  and  now  unnecessary  habit. 

Throughout  the  year  as  many  visits  as  possible  have  been  made 
to  all  types  of  food  premises.  Such  inspections,  at  infrequent 
and  unexpected  intervals,  of  themselves  achieve  many  improvements , 
since  the  traders  realise  that  there  is  an  awareness  on  the  part 
of  the  local  authority  of  the  service  the  public  has  come  to  expec 
from  its  Officers.  It  is  a  pity  that  such  visits  can  not  be  more 
frequent,  but  time,  distance  and  other  pre-occupations  preclude 
this  desirable  practice.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  require 
certain  traders  to  improve  their  standards  and  in  some  premises 
essential  sturtural  improvements  have  been  carried  out.  I  have 
everywhere  met  with  willing  co-operation  and  a  readiness  to  comply 
with  practical  suggestions  and  I  think  it  is  fair  to  say  that  the, 
work  has  been  of  benefit  both  to  the  trader  and  the  public. 


HOUSING.  The  problem  of  inadequately  housed  families  and  the 
general  lack  of  accommodation  is  a  daily  concern  for  all  those 
who  are  in  touch  with  the  many  weary  applicants  who  visit  the  local 
Council  Offices  seeking  a  ray  of  hope  that  their  name  is  t'.e  next 
on  the  list.  How  many  times  in  a  year  the  answer  has  to  be  "nothi 
to  offer  at  the  present"  is  unknown,  but  it  happens  daily  and 
one  marvels  sometimes  how  we  are  able  to  say  "No"  without  being 
rude . 

I  consider  that  the  lack  of  adequate  housing  accommodation 
of  a  suit  .bio  typo  is  the  biqgest  single  public  health  problem 
of  the  present  time.'  The  drudgery  which  is  added  to  the  already 
over -burdened  day  of  the  many  thousands  of  housewives  who  have  to 
try  t yj  keep  house  in  one  or  two  rooms  witn  no  proper  facilities, 
cannot  be  calculated  nor  can  any-one  say  how  much  domestic  strife 
is  directly  caused  by  young  married  couples  being  forced  to  live 
with  their  in-laws  in  a  uuuse  which  was  never  intended  for  more 


than  one  family.  There  are  many  other  effects  arising  from  this 
problem,  including  the  primary  need  to  rehouse  people  who  are 
living  in  unfit  Houses  and  who  must  continue  to  do  so  because  of 
the  inability  to  provide  sufficient  alternative  accommodation. 

To  add  to  all  the  previous  known  difficulties  in  connection 
with  providing  nee  muses,  wo  are  now  encountering  the  economic 
factor.  The  Continued  rise  in  the  cost  of  materials,  land,  road 
and  sewer  construction  and  labour  is  resulting  in  the  level  of 
rents  of  such  houses  being  so  high  that  many  families  in  dire 
need  of  better  accommodation  are  having  to  pause  and  consider  their 
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budget  very  carefully  before  accepting  the  home  they  have 
dreamed  of  for  so  many  years.  It  is  not  unknown  that  they  have 
refused  such  houses  simply  because  they  cannot  pay  the  rents. 

Let  us  hope  that  some  means  will  be  found  to  remedy  this  state 

of  affairs. 

In  sp>ite  of  these  rather  dreary  remarks,  the  details 
contained  on  following  pages  do  show  that  the  past  year  has 
been  one  of  progress,  even  if  the  improvements  have  not  been 
as  great  as  some  of  us  would  have  liked  them  to  have  been. 


ADMINISTRATION ,  The  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Dr.  J.L.Rl  PlTi lip  resigned  his  appointment  in  April  and  it  was 
not  until  July  that  Dr.  Joan  Mackenzie  was  appointed  to  fill 
this  vacancy.  I  have  considerable  pleasure  in  recording  my 
appreciation  and  thanks  to  Dr.  Mackenzie  for  the  help  and 


aid 


encouragement  she  has  given  me. 

The  clerk  in  the  Health  Department  also  decided  to  resign  in 
April  last  and  it  was  not  until  October  that  I  w as  able  to 
secure  a  full  time  replacement.  For  part  of  the  interval  I 
have  part-time  assistance,  but  such  a  disturbance  of  the  office 
routine  is  very  unsatisfactory  as  it  results  in  poor  service  to 
members  of  the  public  and  a  general  lowering  of  efficiency  in 
the  Department. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
R. A.  Hallett. 


Borough  Sanitary  Inspector* 


General  Sanitation  and  Housing. 


1 ,  Genor a 1  Sanitation. 


sunnary  of  all  visits  and  inspections 


^  WXX  pClgC  »S#C/  # 

During  the  yoar  Two  Hundred  and  eight  general  complaints  were 
received  and  all  these  were  investigated  and  appropri  .to  action 
taken.  A  total  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  visits  and 
inspections  were  necessary  to  deal  with  this  work,  the  large  total 
being  caused  by  the  need  to  nako  no  less  than  three  hundred 
and  seventy-three  revisits  in  connection  with  repairs  to  house 
property . 

This  is  almost  entirely  due  to  difficulties  now  encountered 
in  persuading  owners  to  have  the  necessary  work  done.  Rising 
costs  and  low  controlled  rents  are  no  inducement  for  the  average 
landlord  to  spend  his  money  on  small  cottages.  The  amount  and 
cost  of  ropairs  will  become  progressively  greater  while  the  rent 
control  remains  at  1914  values  in  many  cases.  In  order  to 
prevent  more  serious  deterioration  of  nouse  property  this  is  an 
. ■**  r  higher  rents  which  is  in  the  interest  of  everyone. 


argument  f 


2 .  Housing. 

the  average  number 
period  of  years 


of 


The  following  figures  show  the  trend  of 
per  Suns  x^er  house  in  the  Borough  over  a 


Yoar 


Average  Number  of  parsons 
per  house. 


1901 

1911 

1926 

1936 

1946 

1931 


4.28 
4.35 
4.06 
3.32 

3.29 
3,20 


Statistics  refer 
to  unextended  Borough 
pre  1934. 


year  under  review  shows  some  slight  progress  in  dealing 
with  the  many  sub-standard  houses  in  the  Borough.  Two  small 
Clearance  Areas  have  been  designated  by  the  Council,  involving 
seven  houses.  One  of  these  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  in 
1951  and  the  other  was  the  subject  of  a  Public  Inquiry,  objections 
having  been  made  by  the  owners.  This  Order  has  subsequently  been 
confirmed  in  1952. 

Three  other  houses  were  dealt  with  individually,  two  being 
demolished  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  and  in  the 
case  of  the  third  the  Council  accepted  an  undertaking  from  the 
Owner  that  the  house  would  not  be  used  for  human  habitation  in 
the  future. 


Twenty-one  no uses 


fitted  with  internal  water  supply  and 


domes tic  sinks,  in  substitution  for  standpipes  in  the  gardens. 

The  following  tables  summarise  the  position  regarding 
action  under  the  Housing  Acts:- 


so 


HOUSING 

ACTS,  1936  - 

49. 

CLEARANCE 

ARiSjiiS . 

Name  of  urea. 

Date  of 
Order 
becoming 
Operative . 

Number  of 

Houses 

Involved, 

Number  of 
Houses 
Occupied . 

Number 
Ho  us<j  s 
Vacant 

of  Number  of 
Houses 

.  Demolished 

Black  Cotts. 
(Hey bridge) 
Clearance 
Order,  1939. 

5.  IS'.  47 

8 

NIL 

- 

8 

Mill  Lane  and 
Fullbridge 
(Malden)  Clear 
-ance  Order, 
1948. 

24.3.49 

5 

NIL 

5 

1 

Spring  Lane 
&,  Hall  Hoad 
(He-ybridge ) 
Clearance 
Order,  1949, 

September 

1950. 

8 

4 

/ 

4 

♦ 

Nil. 

Wantz  Hoad 
(Malden) 
Clearance 

Order ,1951 

December 

1951. 

4 

4 

NIL 

Nil* 

Wharf  Hoad 
(Hey bridge ) 
Clearance 
Order,  1951. 

Mar  ch 

1952. 

3 

1 

2 

\ 

Nil. 

(Excluding  the  Almshouses  Number ud 
178-186,  High  Street), 
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INDIVIDUAL  UNPIT  HOUSES. 


Name  of 
Property . 

Date  of 
Order 
becoming 
Operative 

Number 

of 

Hu uses 
involved 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Occupied 

Number  Number 
of  of 

Houses  Houses 
Vacant  Demolished. 

Under¬ 
takings 
accepted,  i 

Nos.  143 
145,  147 
High  St . 

16.11.39 

3 

- 

3 

- 

Nos.  72,74 
76,78,80, 
82,84, 
Spital  Rd. 

15.7.46 

7 

* 

7 

No .9 , Spring 
Lano , 

Hoybridge . 

2.2.50 

1  ' 

- 

1 

No.  33 

Chur  ch  St . 
Malden. 

15.10.50 

1 

1 

- 

Unauth¬ 
orised 
Occupation 
Nov. 1951 

No  s  297, 

299  Mun don 
Road. 

19.6.51 

2 

Nil 

2  Nil 

- 

No.  13 

The  Street, 
Heybridge . 

1 

Nil 

1 

Not  to  re- 
let  for 
human 

habitation . 
Peb.  1951. 

Nos.  2  &  4 
iiio  surest 

> 

2 

Nil 

2 

Not  to  re- 
let  for 

Hey bridge.  human 


habitation, 
Ian,  1951. 


c— ping  Grounds . 


Tom: 


re.  two  largo  license!  camping  sites  in  the 

r  M  ^  i-  JC.  .  _  /-s  — \  - 


Borough,  both  situated  on  tin 


n 

KJT. 


.4  C 


■nger  Raau  at  Hey  bridge. 


ut  the  year  the  owners  have  continued  to  ce -coo rat 


Turn  u  .ho 

witl1  W  CwVabi^nt  in  every  respect,  in  order  to  keep^thesa 
camps  up  to  a  high  standard  of  hygiene  end  sanitation. 

0  ..  Ci-  '  Owner  is  considering  making  part  of  his  camp 

suitabie  for  permanent  occupation  all  the  ye  .r  round.  He  has 
ucluo  proposals  for  the  installation  of  hard  standings,  hot 
ana  cola  water  in  a  bath  house  and  other  refinements  which 
Wwula  make  the  permanent  dwellers  very  comfortable,  in, .ether 
tims  s on erne  will  finally  materialise  remains  to  be  seen,  but 
tnere  are  many  people  who  are  prepared  to  live  in  caravans 
permanently,  if  suitable,  facilities  are  available. 

.  e -  -r  .  has  seen  an  increase  in  the  number  of 

inaivi dually  licensed  caravans,  all  of  which  have  been  for 
parliament  occupation  by  their  owners ♦  Most  of  the  licence 
nelaers  have  dispaired  of  obtaining  housing  accommodation,  so 
have  turned  to  an  obvious  alternative.  Am,:  am,,  it  . ny  not 


offer  quite  the  same  standard  of  accommodation, 
ut  ioast  provide  them  with  a  home  of  their  own. 

Smo  k  e  A1  at  eno  nt . 


a  caravan  does 


imagine 


and 
to 


sunlit  water  one  can  hardly 
‘uce  the  emission  of  smoko 


rod 


Midst  lush  green  fields 
.u&x-uo  the  need  fur  measures 

ciiu  grit  in  a  town  like  Mala on*  A  visit  to  an  *  industrial 
m  the  North  or  Midlands  quickly  changes  this  opinion,  but 
g  report  that  here  there  has  been  nu  need  tu  take 

)6cial  action  in  this  respoct  during  the  past  year  and  I 


sincerely  hupe  that  this  state  of 
future. 


are; 

I 

any 


affairs  will  continue  in  the 


Eradication  of  Bo.  Bt. 


It  is  customary  tu  check  for  the  presence  of  bed  bugs 
wnen  making  routine  inspections  and  during  the  year  only  one 
house  was  found  to  be  slightly  infested.  Suitable  action 
was  tanen  and  the  house  has  remained  free  since  th  t  time. 


Control  of  Other  Insect 


Q 

ft 


A  number  of  complaints  were  received  re. 


.  ^  ^  *  - - -  -.garaing 

infestations  of_fleas,  flies,  cockroaches  and  Rasps.  The 

and  Gammejxane 
ts . 

storage  ware-house 
treated  with 
by  the  Hydrogen 
iate  Regulations 


application  of  Insecticides  containing  D.D.T. 
proved  very  effective  in  destroying  these  pos 
Two  of  the  large  Flour  Mills  and  Grain 


were  disinfostou  during  the  year.  These  were 
Hydrogen  Cyanidu  gas  under  conditions  imposed 
Cyanide  (Fumigation)  Act  1937  and  the  appropr 
thereunder. 
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7.  Rodent  Control. 


Continuous  efforts 


j.:i£l  0.  o 


t* 


destroy  all  rats  when  evidence 


of  tlieir 


or  o  s  - 


.,ce  is  observed.  The  metnods  employed  are  tnose 


recommended  by  tiiO  Ministry  of  A.gricultur  0  Q.J.1  Li  Fisheries . 

The  sewers  have  been  regularly  treated  and  some  infestations 
have  been  found.  These  are  usually  in  those  portions  of  sewer 
which  communicate  directly  with  the  river. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  employ  a  part  time  Operative  and  he 
is  also  responsible  for  general  supervision  of  tae  Council’s 


( 


Ref  us* 


Ti] 


Tin 


combined  duties  work  very  effectively  as 


he  maintains  const  nt  control  of  any  rat  infestations  which 
appear  on  the  Tip.  Twenty-nine  complaints  have  been  received 
from  private  premises  and  these  were  all  satisfactorily  treated 


8 .  Public  Cleansing 


The  Borough  Engineer  is  responsible  for  the  public  cleansing 


His  staff  undertake  a  weekly  rer 


ioval 


«ruse  from  all  premises  and  a  twice  weekly  collection 


services  in  the  Borough, 
of  house  refuse  from  all  pro. 
of  night  Soil  from  those  properties  fitted  with  pail  closets. 

A  Dennis  low  loading  freighter  of  11  cubic  yards  capacity  is 
the  only  venicle  provided  for  this  purpose  and  it  has  of 
necessity  to  Work  day  and  night.  It  is  fitted  with  a  removable 

serves  the 


tank  for  night  soil  collection 


and 


mnl  purpose  very 


well. 


Continuous  use,  however,  is  very  uneconomical  as  the 
mb  tear  on  the  vehicle  is  more  than  twice  that  for  one 


wear 

used  only  for  daytime  refuse  collection.  The  Council  have 
ordered  a  special  vehicle  for  night  Soil  collection  and  gully 
emptying  and  have  been  awaiting  delivery  for  some  12  months.  It 
is  also  proposed  to  purchase  a  new  Refuse  Collecting  Vehicle  in 
the  n e  a r  future. 

The  night  Soil  collection  service  works  very  well  in  view 
of  all  the  adverse  conditions  which  are  experienced.  One  of 
the  biggest  difficulties  is  to  maintain  a  full  staff  who  are 
prepared  to  undertake  this  necessary  but  unpleasant  task. 

Very  few  complaints  are  received  concerning  the  service  given 
and  I  think  the  staff  should  be  given  the  credit  they  deserve. 
All  household  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at 
the  Council’s  refuse  tip  adjacent  to  the  Recreation  Ground. 

The  tip  Is  reasonably  well  maintained,  but  it  needs  careful 
supervision  to  keep  it  in  a  presentable  condition. 

It  is  in  a  very  prominent  position  and  is  constantly  under 


< 


the  gaze  of  all  the  visiters  to  Malden  who  visit  the  Recreation 


o  _ 

Ground 


n  i 


id  Promenade,  therefore  everything  possible  must  be  done 


to  ensure  that  it  is  maintained  in  the  best  possible  manner. 


During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Committee  considered  the 


question  of  transferring  the 


duties 


under  this  heading  fro. 


.a 


the  Borough  Engineer  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  Borough 


Engineer 


mb 


I  were  requested  to  submit  a  joint  report 


concerning  this  proposal  and  after  thoroughly  investigating  the 
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9. 


natter,  the  Cuuncil  were 
tu  reconsider  the  natter 


recommended  to  make  no  change, 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months. 


hut 


Laundry  Effluent, 


10. 


For  sene  years  the  effluent  frun  Hey bridge  Laundry  had  been 
the  cause  uf  repented  nuisance  to  householders  near  the  la.undry 
premises.  Efforts  to  provide  an  effective  means  of  disposal  had 
always  proved  ratner  abortive,  due  to  the  low  lying  level  of  the 
lend  in  the  neighbourhood  and  the  absence  of  any  sewers. 

The  proprietor  was  prepared  to  do  anything  reasonable  to 

was  able  to  arrange  for  this  effluent 
Crock  at  Heybridge.  The  installation 
found  to  be  possible  at  an  economic 

o  l  .  -a  —  1 


ibate 


>  L/ 


this  nuisance  and  I" 
be  discharged  into  the 


of  a  plastic  pipeline  wa 


Co 


a.  - —  •  — -  ^  '-o  w  v. -w  w  vo  xj.vi.XX  VO 

st  and  this  was  laid  and  together  with  a  small  pump  the  whole 
the  waste  water  is  now  disposed  of  quite  satisfactorily  and 


of  the  waste  water  is 
no  fur tn or  nuisance  has  .arisen. 


ana 


Poliomyelitis  -  Virological  Investigations. 

spring,  field  enquiries  were  commenced  throughout 
the  ^  country  by  the  Medical  He sear ch  Council  on  behalf  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  in  an  endeavour  to  discover  evidence 
concerning  the  spread  of  Poliomyelitis  by  sewage. 

Districts  were  chosen  for  these  investigations  and  divided 
into  two  groups,  (i)  Positiver  Areas,  where  the  disease  had  been 
present  curing  the  past  t hr e e  ye ar s  an d  (ii)  Negative  Areas 
where  no  cases  had  occurred  in  that  time,  1  '  - - ,5 

Mai don  was  chosen  as  a  Negative  Area  and  in  consequence  two 
swab  tests  were  made  at  various  points  along  the  sewers  during 
April  ana  Pune.  All  these  samples  upon  examination  have 
proved  to  be  negative. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INS,  ACTIONS  AND  NOTICES. 


Inspections . 

Notices . 

No. 

Inf or- 

Formal 

Total 

Outstanding  at  end 

mal . 

Comp- 

. .  of  year.  1 

lied 

with# 

Informal.  Formal.' 

Houses  Inspected 
He:  overcrowding 

31 

Re:  Dirty  Con¬ 
ditions  and  Vermin 
Re:  Structural  de- 

37 

6 

- 

- 

fects  &  Nuisances 

219 

39 

2 

49 

10 

Re-inspections  in 

connection  with 
above . 

373 

House  Drainage  ( inc 

Nuisances  from 
Drains  &  Ditches 

142 

5 

,  ( 

'Water  Supply ( Sampling 

ana  inspections. 

121 

— 

mm 

Food  Shops  (Inci 
Ice  Cream  Premises , 
Cowsheds,  Dairies, 
Canteens  etc). 

Shop  Inspections 
Offensive  Accmltns. 

Gau  Works. ......... 

Hats,  Mice  & 

Insect  Pests . . 

Camping  G-rds.  & 
Moveable  Dwellings. 
Disinfections .... 
Infectious  Disease 

Inquiries . . 

Pood  Poisoning  Inq. 
Swimming  Pool ( Sampling 

&  Inspections .  15 

Nuisances  from  keeping 
Poultry  animals  etc  I7 

The  Market. .  47 

Complaints  re 
dangerous  structures 
defective  sewers, 
refuse  collection,  etc 
dealt  with  departmen- 
tally . 


616 

37 

4 

2 

31 

68 

4 

4 
3 


87 

4 


84 

4 

4 


4 

1 


5 


4 

1 


4 

2 


4 

2 


37 


1771  198 


157 


13 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Clean  Food  Campaign, 

At  every  convenient  and  even  some  inconvenient  opportunities 
I  have  endeavoured  to  promote  this  campaign  during  the  past  year. 
Efforts  to  raise  the  standard  of  food  handling  can  only  succeed 
if  everyone  continuously  strives  towards  the  highest  possible 
standard.  No  cnance  must  be  missed  to  remind  the  shop  assistant, 
the  bakers1  roundsman  or  the  vendor  of  Ice  Cream  of  the  supreme 
importance  of  personal  hygiene  and  his  or  ner  duty  to  the 
general  public,  - 

We  are  all  potential  customers  at  Food.  Shops  and  it  is  our 
responsibility  to  see  that  wo  have  our  food  handled  in  the  manner 
we  demand.  If  we  allow  slovenly  conditions  to  pass  without 
comment ,  then  we  cum  only  expect  to  receive  second  rate  service. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  ”tho  Customer  is  always  right”  and 


this  old  saw  is  becoming  much  more  important  than  it 


wai 


post-war  years.  One  justified  complaint  from 


m 

a 


the 


on  the  trader  than  te 


Oil 


immediate 

customer  will  have  much  mote  effect 
visits  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  The  trader  hopes  to  derive 
profit  from  his  customers,  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  a  burden  to 
the  trader,  on  his  Rate  Demand. 

Six  Hundred  and  Sixteen  visits  and  inspections  were  made  to 
food  premises  in  the  Borough.  Up-to-date  records  shew  that 


some  One  hundred  and 


sixty  two  premises  from  which 
jjuooiuj.v;  j.ua.xe  an  average 
these  premises  in  twelve  months. 


so  that  it  was  only  possible  to  maw 


there  are 
food  is  sold, 

of  Four  visits  to  each  one  of 
I  du  not  consider  this  is  frequent  enough. 

Food  delivery  vehicles  of  all  typos  were  inspected,  the  number 
inspections  being  Twenty  three. 

G-eneral  meeting  was  held  at  the  end  of  I,.nuary  and  some 


of 


thesu 


A 


v/f 


t, 


able  to  explain 


and 


ask 


70  members  of  the  Food  trade  attended.  I 
to  this  audience  the  objects  of  the  Clean  Food  Campaign 
for  their  support  in  the  measure  proposed.  Many  useful 
questions  were  asked  and  I  was  very  gratified  at  the  interest 
shown , 

In  March  I  gave  three  lectures  to  Forty  five  Food  Traders 
and  their  staffs.  All  these  students  were  very  interested  in 
the  subject  and  displayed  considerable  knowledge  of  the  matters 


discussed 


Certificates 


indicating  that  they  had  completed  the 
/.’ere  issued  to  those  attending. 

addition,  talks  were  given  by  me  to  various  organisations 
town.  These  included  the  Womens  Section,  Bitisn  Legion, 
Institute  branches  both  at  Maldon  and  xiey bridge,  the 
trades  Council  and  the  Maldon  and  District  Masters  Bakers 
Association.  I  also  gave  a  talk  to  a  class  of  girls  at  the 
Secondary  Maldon  School  who  w ore  about  to  leave  and  tako  up 
employment , 


course 

In 

in  the 
Womens 
Maldon 
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2,  Milk  and  Dairies  Administration . 


The  number  of  premises  used  as  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  within 
the  area  of  the  Local  authority ,  are  as  follows 


Wholesale  Producers .....  15 

detail  Purveyors........  4 

Accredited  Producers ....  8 

Pasteurised  Milk  Dealers  5 


Frequent  inspections  are  made  to  all  premises  retailing 
milk  and  these  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

The  County ‘Health  Inspectors  take  regular  samples  of  milk  for 
biological  and  bacteriological  examination. 


5.  Ice  Cream. 

All  persons  manufacturing  or  selling  Ice  Cream  are 
registered  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Essex 
County  Council  Act  1933. 

The  pr  sent  Aegis ter  snews  that  there  are 


Manufacturers  and  Vendors,.... . 4 

Vendors  only  . . . . 35 


One  Manufacturer  employs  the  Holder  process  of  Pasteurisation 
and  the  others  all  use  a  Complete  Cold  Mix  method.  Fifty  four 
inspections  and  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  and  all  the 
traders  are  fully  aware  of  the  need  for  the  highest  possible 
standard  of  hygiene. 

During  the  summer  months  23  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were 
submitted  to  the  Laboratory  for  examination.  A  summary 
of  the  results  is  as  follows:-  (Ministry  of  Health  Provisional 
Grading ) . 


Grade  I  . . . 
Grade  II  . . . 
Grade  III  . . . 
Grade  IV  . . . 


. ..  17  samples. 
. ..  3  samples, 
,.,  1  sample, 

. ..  2  samples. 


The  samples  which  only  reached  Grades  III  and  IV  we re  all 
from  retailers  dealing  in  loose  ice  cream  and  these  gradings 
are  almost  certainly  due  to  faulty  sterilisation  of  serving 
utensils.  Appropriate  advice  was  given  and  the  next  sample 
from  the  same  retailer  was  .laced  in  Grade  I. 
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4*  and  Other  Foodgm 

v/ith  the  exception  of  pigs  belonging  to  ”Self  suppliers” 
the  slaughter  of  food  animals  in  the  Borough  was  discontinued 
under  the  Livestock  (Restriction  on  Slaughtering)  Order  1940. 
One  slaughterhouse  remains  in  use  for  the  killing  of  pigs  and 
during  the  year  the  figures  for  these  premises  were:- 


Number  of  Pigs  slaughtered .  94 

Number  of  whole  carcases  condemned  ...  1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  was  condemned  6 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis*  7#4 


Ixi  cons'equence  with  the  above  restriction,  all  meat  which 
is  retailed  in  the  shops  comes  either  from  slaughterhouses  in 
the  areas  of  adjoining  local  authorities,  or  is  imported.  A 
tribute  is  due  to  my  colleagues  at  the  resioective  slaughter 


houses  for  tneir  high  efficiency  in  meat  inspection  at  the 
place  01  slaugnter ,  as  I  have  only  had  to  take  action  on  two 
occasions  in  respect  of  meat  wnich  was  unfit  when  delivered  in 
Maid on . and  both  these  cases  were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  be 
impossible  of  detection  until  the  carcase  was  cut  up  ready  for 
retail  sale. 


Tinned  foods  do  not  give  very  much  trouble,  the  traders 
are  very  helpful  and  draw  my  attention  to  any  consignments 
which  they  think  may  be  unfit  and  in  this  wa y  an  efficient 
control ^ is . maintained .  During  the  year  a  largo  quantity  of 
imported  tinned  ham  was  found  to  be  unfit  and  condemned.  This 
was  general  throughout  the  country  and  was  due  to  inadequate 
sterilisation  of  tne  hams  before  being  packed. 

A  summary  of  the  principle  items  of  food  found  to  bo 
unfit  and  condemned  follows:- 


4  cwts.  2  qtrs .  25  lbs.  Cooked  Ham  (tinned). 
43  lbs  Luncheon  Meat  (tinned) 

2  cwts.  2  qtrs.  21  lbs  Chestnuts. 

31  tins  Primate  Golden  Plums. 

12  dozen  Pish  Cakes. 

16  Cartons  Pried  Pillets  (48  pieces). 

26  tins  sieved  Apples, 

46  x  4  oz  Melbex  Toast, 

68  x  10  oz  Picallilli. 

47  x  10  oz  Clear  Mixed  Pickle. 

25  jars  Salad  Cream. 

29  jars  Olives. 

28  tins  Beetroot, 

Miscellaneous  Tins .  264, 
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5  *  Adulteration, 

The  Essex  County  .Council  are  responsible  for  administering 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  in  respect  of 
food  adulteration.  Contact  is  maintained  with  the  Staff  of 
the  County  Council  and  any  useful  information  made  available, 
when  required. 


PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1957. 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  hea.lth, 
including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Premises  . 

(a 

M/C 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number 

on 

Number  of 

Register . 

(3) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(6) 

.  — ^ 

lij  factories  in 
which  Sect.  1, 

2,  5  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Auth. 

1 

7 

•  1 

2 

- 

- 

( ii)Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Sect.  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Auth. 

2 

65 

12 

2 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises 
in  which  Sect,  7 
is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  (excluding 
out-workers 
premises ) . 

3 

J 

-  1 

i 

mm 

TOTAL 

72 

14 

2 

- 

i 


Cases  in  whcih  defects  were  found. 
Particulars. 
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i 

► 


0) 


i4?c 

Line 

No. 


(2) 


No.  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were 

Found.  Reraedieu.  Referred 

to  H.M.  By  H.M. 

.  .  Inspector  Inspector. 

(3)  (4)  (5)  (6) 


No.  of  Cases  in 
which  prosecutions 
were  instituted. 


(7) 


!V/ant  of  Clean¬ 
liness  (s.i.) 
i O' Crowding  (S.2) 

’  Unreasonable 
,  Temperature  (s*3) 
Inadequate  Venti¬ 
lation  (S.A) 
Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S*6) 
Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective. 

/c)  not  seperate 
For  sexes 
Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(Not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outworkers. 


Outwork. 


rture  of  Work. 

'is/c 

Section  110 

-  1  ^ 

.....  ........  -  ..  - 

.... 

t 

line 

Number  of 

Ihimber  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

a  • 

No. 

outworkers 

cases  of 

prosecutions 

instances 

c 

•H 

in  August 

default 

for  failure 

of  work  in 

CQ  ft 

CD  rQ 

list  reqa 

in  sending 

to  supply 

unwholesome 

O  d) 
•H  > 

o 

03 

1 

by  Sect. 

lists  to 

lists . 

premises. 

H 

C  CD 

O 

H  , , 

iio(lXc) 

Council. 

S  m 

fH 

L 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

i 

i  . 

-fearing 

r 

.pparel 

13 

38 

— 

— 

— 

- 

aking  etc. 

TOTAL  13  38 


' 


■ 

'  - 


•• 

. 


. 


- 
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■ 
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